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A monthly newsletter brought to you by The Strategic Affairs Committee of the PSDSRA 

11.23.2022 

 

 

Elaine Luria, Out Of Congress, May Have New Start As Navy Secretary 
“With the midterm elections almost over, Pentagon observers believe outgoing Virginia Congressional Representative 

Elaine Luria is likely to be nominated as America’s 79th Secretary of the Navy (SECNAV). A new Navy chief would be 

particularly helpful as President Joe Biden, ensnared by events in Europe, seeks a way to signal the U.S. is focusing 

more attention on China and the Indo-Pacific.  

The Biden Administration’s current Navy Secretary, the low-profile Carlos Del Toro, certainly hasn’t done anything bad. 

While there’s no scandal or outward sign that he is preparing to leave, Del Toro has had a  hard time finding his feet at 

Pentagon and, now, even Congress is losing confidence in his leadership, blasting him for a missing amphibious ship 

requirements study. Though reporters have yet to catch the Navy Secretary shuttling out boxes of personal effects, Del 

Toro’s departure seems almost inevitable.  

It is also clear that Del Toro was not Biden’s first pick. Two years ago, the White House undoubtably evaluated Elaine 

Luria, a Navy-focused House Armed Services Committee veteran for Secretary of the Navy, but needed her in the 

House, where the Democratic-led Congress required every Democratic Representative it could muster.  

Luria, who lost her race to represent Virginia’s recently-redistricted Second Congressional District on November 8, is a 

well-regarded democratic voice in defense affairs. Given her continuous and often under -appreciated efforts to improve 

congressional oversight of the U.S. Navy, Luria would be perfect for any maritime -oriented post. Respected throughout 

Washington, Navy Secretary Luria makes an exciting addition to the Biden Administration ’s bipartisan-oriented national 

security team.  

Luria, true to form, refused comment while preparing to join Wisconsin Representative Mike Gallagher, an emerging 

Republican voice in national security, in a discussion about the future of the Navy. Before redirecting the conversation 

away from a her career options, she offered, “While I’d love an opportunity to support the Navy in the future, I am 

focused on finishing out my congressional tenure.”  

Outside of a newly generated Cabinet-level post for Maritime Affairs, Luria’s elevation to Navy Secretary is a logical 

“next step” for an Administration pivoting to the Pacific. By quickly seizing this unparalleled opportunity to address 

China’s worst impulses at sea, America, the U.S. Navy, and the Biden Administration all stand to gain. But time is 

short, and the Administration must move quickly if this rising democratic voice in national security is to get a well -

deserved opportunity to serve as America’s 79th Secretary of the Navy.”  

 
 

Senate to vote on Pentagon contract adjustments amid inflation 
 

“The Senate is expected to vote on legislation that would authorize the Pentagon to modify fixed -price defense contracts 

when lawmakers return to Washington next week after the midterm elections.  

The legislation marks a significant potential victory for defense industry groups that had pushed Congress to authorize 

economic price adjustments for Pentagon contracts, arguing that doing so is necessary to help companies cope with the 

impact of inflation and persistent supply chain issues. 

The fiscal 2023 National Defense Authorization Act, which the Senate Armed Services Committee advanced in June, 

authorizes $847 billion in defense spending — an 8% increase over the fiscal 2022 budget, in large part to cope with 

inflation. That amount includes $817 billion in Pentagon top-line funding. The amendment authorizing Pentagon contract 

adjustments, introduced by Sen. Kevin Cramer, R-N.D., is included as part of a package of 75 amendments to the FY23 

NDAA. 

The House NDAA, which passed 329-101 in July, does not authorize fixed-price contract adjustments. So if the Cramer 

amendment passes, it will still have to survive Senate and House negotiations in the NDAA conference committee later 

this year.”  
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https://www.defensenews.com/congress/budget/2022/11/08/senate-to-vote-on-pentagon-contract-adjustments-amid-inflation/?utm_campaign=dfn-ebb&utm_medium=email&utm_source=sailthru&SToverlay=2002c2d9-c344-4bbb-8610-e5794efcfa7d
http://sandiegoshiprepair.com/
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You are damaging the United States military': Smith rips McCarthy call to delay defense bill 

“House Armed Services Chair Adam Smith slammed Minority Leader Kevin McCarthy on Wednesday after the GOP chief 

called for delaying passage of the defense policy bill until next year.  

Speaking at POLITICO’s Defense Summit, Smith warned that deferring an agreement on the already-late National 

Defense Authorization Act, which outlines a major boost to the Pentagon budget and prescribes military policy, would 

undercut national security.  

McCarthy, who is set to be speaker when Republicans take over the House in January, told reporters on Capitol Hill on 

Tuesday that the defense bill should be put on hold until the new year. He accused President Joe Biden and Democrats 

of prioritizing “wokeism” and issues such as climate change at the expense of U.S. national security.  

Republicans have criticized the Pentagon’s personnel policies under the Biden administration, including an emphasis on 

climate change, rooting out extremism in the ranks and pledging to cover travel costs of service members seeking to 

obtain abortions.  

House and Senate negotiators are charging ahead with talks to iron out a compromise bill. Smith and top House Armed 

Services Republican Mike Rogers said Tuesday that a final bill should be ready for a vote by the first week of December.  

A final defense bill will likely endorse an increase of tens of billions of dollars above Biden ’s budget request, though it 

would need to be followed by a separate funding bill. House Democrats and Republicans approved a $37 billion increase 

to Biden’s budget, while the Senate coalesced around a $45 billion increase to the administration ’s original request of $802 

billion.  

The political dynamics of both parties, as well as the requirement for 60 votes in the Senate, mean any defense bill will 

need bipartisan support to make it to Biden’s desk.  

 

Navy ‘scoping study’ to examine shipyard capacity, potential for a new yard 

“Within the next year the US Navy wants to initiate a “scoping study” aimed at determining if the service needs to establish 

a fifth public shipyard to support future submarine maintenance, according to a senior officer involved in the task, a notion  

that previously met with some resistance from lawmakers. 

Rear Adm. Jonathan Rucker, program executive officer for attack submarines, told reporters here at the Naval Submarine 

League symposium that industry frequently asks the Navy about considerations for a new public shipyard. He also 

stressed that the scoping study was preliminary and there is no clear consensus in the service yet about whether another 

shipyard is even necessary, let alone whether it will be built.  

“Right now, we’re in a stage to say: ‘Let’s go scope how capable our shipyards could be?'” he said. Once the service 

completes its Shipyard Infrastructure Optimization Program, “how efficient will we be?” he continued, referring to the 

Navy’s 20-year plan to overhaul the four existing public shipyards.  

“What is our true capability and capacity?” he said. “If we make the assumption that we’re never going to get better, the 

answer is we don’t have enough. But we’re doing a lot of stuff” to improve the service’s infrastructure in the meantime.  

A recurring theme from the admirals speaking during the symposium this year has been the need for every aspect of the 

Navy’s submarine community — uniformed and civilian, operational and administrative, service and industry — to take a 

cue from Chief of Naval Operations Adm. Michael Gilday ’s book: “Get real, get better” — and do it fast.  

In parallel with studying the possibility of a new shipyard, the Navy is also considering service life extensions on a boat -by-

boat basis for both Ohio-class ballistic missiles and Los Angeles-class attack submarines. 

The purpose of those life extensions would be to make sure the service has a sufficient number of nuclear submarines 

operational and available for deployment in the early 2030s when the new Columbia -class submarines are expected to be 

delivered.” 
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https://breakingdefense.com/2022/11/navy-scoping-study-to-examine-shipyard-capacity-potential-for-a-new-yard/?utm_campaign=dfn-ebb&utm_medium=email&utm_source=sailthru&SToverlay=2002c2d9-c344-4bbb-8610-e5794efcfa7d
https://www.politico.com/news/2022/11/16/united-states-military-adam-smith-mccarthy-defense-bill-00068007?utm_campaign=dfn-ebb&utm_medium=email&utm_source=sailthru&SToverlay=2002c2d9-c344-4bbb-8610-e5794efcfa7d
http://sandiegoshiprepair.com/home/jobs/
https://hrwatchdog.calchamber.com/tag/job-killers/
https://dodcio.defense.gov/CMMC/
https://sandiegoshiprepair.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/11/Navy-2022-Long-Range-Maintenance-Plan-002.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_0wA4AhdYIY
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We concluded our business year with our Annual Business Meeting in October.  Your Association Board of Directors 
is set for 2023.  The Board will be meeting in early December to establish plans and goals for 2023, you are 
encouraged to reach out to your Board representative if you have any suggestions for the Association in 2023 so that 
they can be addressed.   

As reported by Marcel Becker at the annual Business Meeting, we are still operating under a Continuing Resolution 
as we begin FY 23.  While the mid-term elections are still being finalized, we are hoping that Congress will pass the 
FY 23 Defense Appropriations and Authorization Bills before the end of year recess.   

The Navy remains focused on-time delivery of their ships from availabilities.  They are focusing on improving the 
planning process and better identification and purchasing of long lead time material.  Another initiative is to establish 
availability duration to match the authorized work package.  To that end the Navy is considering increasing the 
duration of CMAVs to 6 weeks.   

Fire safety remains a focus area for the Navy.  They are finalizing the 8010 Manual and once that is done, the task 
will to develop a NAVSEA Standard Item to make the new requirements contractually invoked.  CNRMC has issued a 
letter entitled “DAILY HOT WORK LIMIT AND HOT WORK LOG IMPLEMENTATION”.  Your company should have 
received a copy, you are encouraged to familiarize yourself with the policy changes invoked by this letter.  The Safety 
Committee is following all of the changes being proposed for fire safety. 

We continue to monitor the activities of the AB 617 Portside Steering Committee.  Updates are provided at the 
Environmental Committee meetings.  The Steering Committee developed a Community Emissions Reduction Plan 
(CERP) and it is now a guiding document for the Portside Communities.  It is important for all of us to cognizant of the 
contents of the CERP.  The Port of San Diego has developed the Maritime Clean Air Strategy (MCAS) in response to 
and in support of the CERP.   

SWRMC has been working to develop more standardization within the welding requirements.  Members of the QA 
Committee are working with SWRMC.  We are going to make a concerted effort to get SWRMC engaged in our 
efforts to identify and improve in areas which are impacting our ability to complete availabilities. 

Have you been reading the monthly newsletter published by the Strategic Affairs Committee?  The newsletter has 
been bringing to you news and articles that are pertinent to our industry.  With the National Ship Repair Conference 
scheduled for March, the Committee will be making preparations for the Hill Crawl. 

The Security Committee has been working with Naval Base San Diego and SWRMC to make improvements in the 
DBIDS process. We believe that our efforts have resulted in a more stream lined system.  We are looking forward to 
the activation of the turnstiles in the enclave so that you can gain access with your DBIDS credential in early January.  
An announcement was sent out earlier on how to get your employees a PIN for their credential, you are encouraged 
to complete the form and submit it to NBSD VCC.  CMMC 2.0 is scheduled for incorporation in all contracts in the 
May 2023 timeframe, are you ready?  Have you entered your assessment data into SPRS?  If you need assistance 
please let us know, we want to ensure that each and every member is ready when the requirements are contractually 
invoked. 

Workforce development continues to be a point of emphasis.  Our Workforce Development Committee has worked 
with the East County Adult Education Center to create and deliver an introductory course for the maritime industry.  
We are looking to deliver additional courses and to expand our number of training partners that will deliver the course. 
This effort will extend beyond the various trades, extending to areas like Safety, Environmental, and Quality 
Assurance. If you would like to become a member of the committee, you can contact myself or Brandon Haley at 
PCE. 

Once again, this is your Association and we need your input to make sure we are meeting your expectations.  Let me 
know if you have any comments or suggestions so that we can make sure your needs are being met.   

HAPPY HOLIDAYS, SEE YOU IN ’23. 

NOTES FROM THE PRESIDENT 

WRITTEN BY: DERRY PENCE 

http://sandiegoshiprepair.com/
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Top Republican on House defense appropriations panel wins re-election 

“The top Republican on the House defense spending panel narrowly won re-election on Monday, ending nearly a week of 

speculation as to whether he would return to Congress.  

Rep. Ken Calvert, R-Calif., is the ranking member on the House Appropriations Committee ’s defense panel and is in line to 

chair the powerful military spending subcommittee if Republicans win control of the House.  

He faced a difficult re-election fight from Democratic challenger Will Rollins, a former federal prosecutor who focused on 

counterterrorism and counterintelligence cases in southern California.  

Redistricting by state officials for California’s 41st congressional district left Calvert with a less favorable election map than 

in past years. Calvert, the longest-serving Republican member of California’s congressional delegation, had won each of 

his campaigns over the last decade by comfortable margins.  

Despite the narrow victory, Calvert’s win provides stability for the House Appropriations Committee. Along with House 

Armed Services Committee ranking member Rep. Mike Rogers, R-Ala., Calvert will serve as the point person for debates 

next year over the size of the Defense Department’s budget and military spending priorities.  

As the Republican leader on the panel, Calvert’s campaign received considerable financial support from the defense 

industry. Calvert received at least $70,000 from the top five defense contractors – Lockheed Martin, Raytheon 

Technologies, Boeing, Northrop Grumman and General Dynamics – for the 2022 election cycle.  

The defense contractors paused political donations after the violent attempt to overturn the 2020 presidential election on 

January 6, but quickly resumed contributions to lawmakers across the aisle, including Republicans such as Calvert who 

voted against certifying the election results.”  

 
About the SAC: 

  The Strategic Affairs Committee’s charter is to monitor current events and news relevant to the Ship Repair Industry and provide the Association's  

  board of directors with items of interest that may affect the industry and / or the membership.  The information includes but is not limited to current  

  events, geopolitical information, budget news,  political information and upcoming legislation. 

   

 The PSDSRA's Facebook page is regularly updated with news, which is focused on, timely and relevant information of value to our    

  members in the Maritime Industry. To view, like, and/or follow the PSDSRA’s page, click the Facebook logo.   

 

  The SAC meets on the 3rd Tuesday of every month.  

 

  To join the Committee - Email KWilkinson@delphinus.com and you’ll be added to the committee distributions and meeting invitations. 

 

  Current Active Committee Members include: Kyle Wilkinson, Derry Pence, Terry Buis, Marcel Becker, Kyle Clapp, Kelvan Hall, Michael Curtain,   

  Michael Bice, Ed Zajonc, Morgan Miller, Lorenzo Ramirez, Patrick Mooney, Ross Shook, Desiree Waldon, David Widener, Chris Hill, Dan     

  Cummins, Michael Gonzales, Dante Sitta, Charnel Kirkpatrick, and Michelle Walker. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

Prepared By: 

Kyle Wilkinson — SAC Committee Chair 

With Contributions from Derry Pence — PSDSRA President 

  

Disclaimer: The images, articles, and quotes used within this newsletter are the property of their respective creators. Credit for images is provided 

above, if applicable. Any and all request to remove images, articles, and quotes will be complied with and should be submitted to 

KWilkinson@delphinus.com. 

 

(AP Photo/Alex Brandon)  

https://www.facebook.com/Port-of-San-Diego-Ship-Repair-Association-175715232461627/
https://www.militarytimes.com/news/election-2022/2022/11/15/top-republican-on-house-defense-appropriations-panel-wins-re-election/?utm_source=sailthru&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=navy-dnr
https://www.nationwideskilledtrades.com/
https://www.heico.com/about-us/subsidiaries/rocky/?sub=10083
https://www.omegaindustrial.net/blasting-and-painting
https://greentoes.com/
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RMH has over 200 years of combined experience in commercial and 

military hydraulic systems. Hydrostatic experts from around the world 

come to RMH for our technical expertise and problem resolution. We 

provide solutions where others can't. As a member of HEICO's 

Defense Sustainment Team, RMH focuses on providing direct 

hydraulic support to Navy Ships. Our production facility in Brighton is 

the heart of company where we provide engineering solutions and 

execute complex hydraulic system overhauls. Our East and West Coast 

Field Service shops provide direct repair and technical assistance 

support to all fleet concentration areas coupled with a rapid 

deployment system to provide emergency assistance to deployed 

ships around the world. RMH Commercial sales division provides 

pump repair capability across the nation serving diverse industries. 

QUALITY ASSURANCE 

Quality at Rocky Mountain Hydrostatics is more than procedures and 

Industries Served: 

■ Military

■ Marine

■ Hagglunds
Drives

■ Oil & Gas

■ Power
Generation

■ Manufacturing

■ Pulp & Paper

■ Dredging

AT OUR FACILITY IN BRIGHTON, COLORADO 

RM H has the most diverse and largest Parker/ Denison 

inventory of complete units and parts in the world. This way,1 

you can rest assured that we can supply the common pars, 

but also the "special" items which are frequently used in 

most of the "nonstandard" products ... which is what 

Denison has always been known for. 

ALWAYS THERE WHEN YOU NEED IT 

RMH has 100 percent, on-time shipping of custom pump solutions. 

Our record speaks for itself. We get your pump to you when we 

promise it. No exceptions. 

MILITARY 

manuals. It is an attitude which permeates through all RMH personnel. ::r-�­

For this to be valid, Quality must be a commitment each person at 

RMH makes from the day your pump or motor is received, and through 

the complete re-manufacturing process. RMH believes this attitude 

toward quality is a cornerstone of the company, and an essential 

element for long term customer relationships. 

RMH Quality System Elements include: 

■ ISO 9001: 2015 Certified Quality Management System procedures

and standards.

RMH currently provides replacement pumps, pump repairs and technical support services to 
Government Agencies, including but not limited to: 

■ MARMC (Mid-Atlantic Regional Maintenance Center)

■ SWRMC (Southwest Regional Maintenance Center)

■ NNSY (Norfolk Naval Shipyard)
■ Strict adherence to all Mil-Std and Mil-Spec requirements for all

■ PSNSY (Puget Sound Naval Shipyard)
Department of Defense (DOD) products.

■ 750 HP custom designed test stand, to ensure every unit we

ship meets the required applicable performance standards for

that unit.

■ PHNSY (Pearl Harbor Naval Shipyard)

■ NS Mayport (Naval Station Mayport)

■ SRF Yokosuka/Sasebo

■ SRF Sasebo

■ Ship Support Bahrain (5th Fleet)

■ MSC (Military Sea lift Command)

RMH is Headquartered in Brighton Co. Additionally, there are 2 field offices located in 
Norfolk, Va and San Diego, Ca respectively. 

- Brighton: 720.637.0500
- Norfolk: 757.263.0900
- San Diego: 619.900.9912
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https://www.facebook.com/Omega-Industrial-310598795676725/ https://www.linkedin.com/company/Omega-Industrial/ 

Blast & Paint Services 
• Structural steel shapes
• Fabricated metal components, all

shapes and sizes
• Piping systems, steel, ductile
iron, alloys

• Tanks
• Hot dip galvanizing

Surface Preparation 
• Abrasive blasting
• Power washing
• Hand tooling
• Shot blasting
• Corrosion control
• Various types of media 
• Corrosion Control

ISO - 9001, 2015 Compliant   |   OSHA 10, 30 Outreach, Maritime and General Topics 
www.OmegaIndustrial.net | info@OmegaIndustrial.net  | 619-920-6650

Coatings Applied 
• Urethanes • Siloxane
• Acrylic • Enamels
• Epoxies • Zincs
• Corrosion Control
Other Services Provided
• Onsite Welding & Fabrication
• Mechanical Installations
• Pick up & Delivery

 ABRASIVE BLAST & PAINT 
For over 25 years, Omega Industrial has continued to provide solutions to the Commercial, 

Industrial, and Marine environments. When you have a need for Abrasive Blasting and    
Coating Application, call us. We offer mobile and in shop preservation services in our  
environmentally compliant, 1600 sq ft Blast and Paint booth located in Chula Vista. 
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[Marine Coatings] [Insulation] Flooring] [Fiberglass][Synthetic

[Radomes] [Nomex] [Non-Skid] [PCMS]

“Ingenuity, plus courage,
plus effort, equals miracles”
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